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Options after School



Overview to the Guidance Department



Options

CAO

UCAS

UCAS

EUNICAS

PLC
 Courses

Apprenticeships



Points total = best 
6 subjects

Points are 
calculated from 

one sitting of the 
LC ONLY

Entry 
requirements can 
be satisfied with 

more than 1 sitting 
of LC. 



Level 8 
2 x H5 + 4 X O6
3 X H5 + 3 X O6  TCD
Modern Language for some NUI 
courses. 

Level 7/6 
5 X O6

Faculty Requirements 
Irish H4 for Primary Teaching



Some Colleges do not accept LCVP as a “Matriculation/Passing subject”.



Resources

• CareersPortal.ie

• Central Applications Office (cao.ie)

• College websites :University College Dublin (ucd.ie)

• Undergraduate | UCAS

• Study in Europe | European Universities Information | 
EUNICAS

• PLC Courses and Further Education in Ireland - PLC Courses 
Ireland

https://careersportal.ie/
https://www.cao.ie/
https://www.ucd.ie/
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate
https://www.eunicas.ie/
https://www.eunicas.ie/
https://www.plccourses.ie/
https://www.plccourses.ie/


Access routes to college
• DARE: 

• HEAR:  is a college and university scheme that offers places on reduced points and extra college   support to 
those who are resident in the Republic of Ireland and underrepresented at Higher Education due to their socio-
economic background.

• SUSI: Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI)
Before applying for your grant, we would encourage you to review the eligibility criteria by selecting your student
type based on whether you are PLC, Undergraduate, Postgraduate or Studying Outside the State.

You can also use our Eligibility Reckoner where you can quickly and easily self-assess whether you may be eligible

for a grant.
Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) | UCD Registry

alternative admissions scheme for school leavers whose 
disabilities have had a negative impact on their second level 
education. DARE offers reduced points places to school leavers 
who, as a result of having a disability, have experienced additional 
educational challenges in second level education.

https://susi.ie/?page_id=36
https://susi.ie/?page_id=38
https://susi.ie/?page_id=40
https://susi.ie/?page_id=42
https://susi.ie/eligibility-reckoner-app-irish/index.html
https://www.ucd.ie/registry/prospectivestudents/admissions/undergraduateapplicants/alternativeentryroutes/disabilityaccessroutetoeducationdare/




Overview of the CAO Process- The most 
important step…… 



Aptitudes 
& Interests

Research

Open Days 

Discussion with 
         others



Filling out the CAO

✓ Put in Your dream course

✓Fill out in Genuine order of preference…. Seems simple!

✓Always have a “bank” course.

✓Make sure you know minimum entry requirements

✓If you are applying for a restricted course apply by Feb 1st

✓Know all you need to know about your course…



CAO website      

• Central Applications Office (cao.ie)

https://www.cao.ie/


Applicant resources



CAO Personalized Hand book….Excellent 
Guide!
• Central Applications Office (cao.ie)

https://www.cao.ie/handbook.php




CAO Application- 7 step approach

• Registration

• Adding Level 8 & Level 7/6 Course choices

• Indicate if applying for Exemptions, DARE,HEAR & SUSI grant

• Contacting CAO with new information or changes to application

• Change of Mind Procedure

• Offers

• Deferrals



Registration



Adding Course Choices



Two Separate Lists….. 

Level 8 Degrees Level 6 & 7 Degrees



Change of Mind Procedure



CAO Offers



CAO offers post LC

• You will receive an offer from Level  8  & Level 6/7.

• You can only choose one offer.

• Once you choose your offer, every offer below that offer on your list 
will be removed FOREVER! 

This is why order of preference is so important



Deferral & Round 2/3 offers

You need to contact the HEI- deferrals are not always 
granted. Follow the procedure on the CAO website.

You may receive a round 2 or round 3 offer for a 
higher preference course.



Support

Explore

Personal 
decision on  

course  
direction



Many Thanks for your Engagement  this evening
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